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New “Entertainment Blvd.” show explores impact of 
partnership between Lansdowne High and The 

Hippodrome Foundation 
30-minute documentary features interviews, performances 

 

Towson, MD – A new episode of BCPS-TV’s “Entertainment Blvd. at Home Edition” 
explores the impact of a nearly decade-long partnership between Lansdowne 
High School and The Hippodrome Foundation. 
 
The 30-minute-long program, hosted by Kalia Green and available for online 
viewing, features footage of partnership activities, student performances, and 
interviews. 
 
Through its partnership with Lansdowne High, The Hippodrome Foundation offers 
students an opportunity to attend performances and participate in master classes 
with theater professionals. Through its “triple threat” workshops, students work 
with members of Broadway touring casts (from shows such as “Annie,” “Phantom 
of the Opera,” and “Cinderella”) to study singing, dancing, and acting, and then 
perform on stage alongside the Broadway professionals. Due to the pandemic, 
the program has offered master classes virtually since last spring. 
 
One of the actors Lansdowne students work with is Ben Lipitz, who has performed 
as Pumbaa in “Disney’s The Lion King” on Broadway and in touring companies for 
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17 years. In the video, Lipitz said, “Working with the students, for me, is a 
completion of a circle as a performer. I think it’s the responsibility of an artist to 
impassion and inspire students who are coming up and learning their craft.” 
 
Asked why the foundation invests in the program, Education Director Barb 
Wirsing answered, “The Hippodrome Foundation believes that theatre 
experiences can be life-changing.” 
 
“Students see firsthand their own potential realized in these professional 
performing artists, and it becomes a conservatory type of situation,” said Robert 
Tracy, Lansdowne High choir and guitar instructor. “My most important job is to 
provide them with opportunity.” 
 
Two Lansdowne High graduates who participated in the program appear in the 
video to talk about how it impacted their lives. 
 
Isaac Saunders, Jr., a 2014 Lansdowne High graduate, recounts how the 
partnership afforded him the opportunity as a high school student to perform 
onstage with composer Darin Atwater and the Soulful Symphony in a 
performance that was filmed by PBS. Since graduating, Saunders has been in the 
Broadway touring company of “Motown” and is now performing at Universal 
Studios Japan.  
 
Imani Jackson, a 2017 Lansdowne High graduate and now a cinema theatre major 
at McDaniel College, shares how the program lifts aspirations for students who 
think of themselves as “small town kids.”  
 
“There are so many of us who are doing shows, are on Broadway, and are working 
with The Met…,” she said. “It is so empowering to be a part of the program.” 
 
Others interviewed in the program include Grade 10 students Kiera Parson and 
Jordan Caesar-Scott, 2020 graduate Jeremy Volker, Lansdowne High Principal Ken 
Miller, The Hippodrome Foundation Executive Director Olive Waxter, and 
President of The France-Merrick Performing Arts Center/Hippodrome Theatre 
Ron Legler. 
 



The show ends with performances by Caesar-Scott, Parson, and Volker.  
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Baltimore County Public Schools, the nation’s 25th largest school system, is focused on raising the bar and closing 
gaps to prepare our students for the future. Thanks to innovative and talented leaders, teachers, staff, and students, 
BCPS celebrates many honors. 
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